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Ark Atwood: Newsletter, Friday 11th December
Dear Parents and Carers
COVID Holiday Guidance Earlier in the week, I wrote to
parents to share the change of date for the last day of term – now
Thursday 17th December. Even though school will be closed after
this date, you do need to be aware of the process that needs to
be followed should your child have a positive COVID test over
the holidays. I will be sharing the same guidance with school staff.
Depending on the timings of the symptoms, you may be required
to contact the school so that we support the government’s test
and trace programme. Please read the following information
carefully and keep it to hand in case you need to follow these
guidelines over the holidays
Details as follows:

Christmas Jumper Day
So lovely to see all the Christmas
jumpers which raised a fantastic £267.54.
End of Term – Date Change
The last day of term will now be
Thursday 17th December with the usual
end of day timings applying. A letter has
been sent to parents regarding this
change – this letter is on the Atwood
website in the ‘newsletter’ section.

•

Where a pupil or staff member has a positive test, having developed symptoms more than 48 hours since
last being in school, the school should not be contacted. Parents and carers should follow contact tracing
instructions provided by NHS Test and Trace.

•

For the first 6 days after school closes (up to 23rd December), if a pupil or staff member tests positive
having developed symptoms within 48 hours of being in school, the school is asked to assist in identifying
close contacts and advising self-isolation, as the individual may have been infectious whilst in school.
Parents should email me straight away and I will call you back: j.evelyn@arkatwoodprimary.org.

•

School staff are not asked to remain on-call or conduct any contact tracing more than 6 days after the
final day of teaching (23rd December). You are therefore not required to contact me from after this date
onwards.

I will be in touch if there is any requirement for children to isolate. Please get in touch if you have any
questions or are unsure about anything.
Parent Survey Thank you to all of you who responded to the recent parent survey we carried out. We
had 108 responses compared to the 2019 parent survey which is great but we would like even more next
time! Key points arising:
•
•
•
•

•

Over 95% of parents told us their children are happy and feel safe at school
Over 90% of parents told us that their child/children are well taught, are making good progress and feel
well supported
Over 90% of parents told us that the school is well led and that they know who to talk to if they have a
concern
80% said communication between home and school is good. Many parents sited the lack of time to talk
to teachers due to COVID as the issue concerning them here. Clearly this is a challenge given the current
restrictions and we look forward to the time when we can revert to normal. Email and Parent Mail are
vital at this time as is the weekly newsletter and the Atwood Twitter page. Senior leaders are always
present on the gate in the morning and at the end of the day to answer any questions and pass on
messages. Please remember that parents can talk briefly with teachers after school so long as distancing
requirements are observed. We received lots of positive feedback about the virtual parent/teacher
consultations last week and hope that this has helped give you a better understanding of how your child
is getting on at school.
There were so many lovely responses to the question asking for your favourite things about Atwood.
These included reference to the ‘community spirit’, the school being ‘warm, friendly and supportive’, the
‘total commitment of top quality staff’, ‘genuine care for the children’, ‘well led and organised’, ‘diversity
of the community’, ‘constantly evolving and looking for improvement’ and ‘my child is so happy’. Thank
you to our amazing Atwood families.

•

•

The three main areas where parents wanted changes to be made were lunchtimes, timings and parent
compliance with face coverings.
o Lunchtimes: I recognise that this is an area for improvement at the school. There is therefore
going to be a catering review to provide a full picture of where improvements are needed and
agreed actions for how to achieve these. I will, of course, keep parents updated on this process.
o Timings: a number of parents fed back about the timings for the school day. As you will be aware,
our current decisions are guided by the requirement for year groups not to mix. I do recognise
that the timings are not ideal for some families – particularly those with children in different year
groups who may have to wait. We have reduced the staggered times since the summer term to
bring them closer together and reduce waiting time. Unfortunately, whilst the current guidelines
are in place, we are not able to run clubs or provide for late pick-ups. However, a shorter school
day has provided positive benefits to behaviour and attention particularly for our SEND pupils.
We do hope changes in restrictions allow us to simplify our drop off and pick up arrangements
in the near future.
o Face Coverings: we are asking that all parents wear a face mask when collecting and distance as
much as possible. School leaders and teachers releasing children are also wearing masks. I will
look to speak to more parents who are not complying to ensure we are doing all we can. If you
fall into the extremely clinically vulnerable category, you can share this information with school
leaders so we can approach issues sensitively. However, even in these cases, socially distancing
must be adhered to.
Where issues were solely by individuals, I am very happy to discuss these with you on a one to one basis
– do please get in touch and we can arrange a time to speak.

We will be running another parent forum next term where I will update you as well as answer any further
questions you may have.
Have a lovely weekend.
Best Wishes
James Evelyn
Headteacher, Ark Atwood Primary Academy

Attendance
Children should be in school every session, every day to get the best education. We monitor
attendance closely and celebrate our best attenders. Here are the figures for this week:

1st

2nd

3rd

Average for
this week

Average for the
year so far

Barbados &
Belgium

Spain

Australia

96.37%

95.74%

Achievement Assembly
We have been holding Achievement Assemblies in class this week to celebrate the
achievements of our scholars and to recognise children who exemplify our Atwood values.
Congratulations to our winners this week:
Nursery
Reception
Year One
Year Two
Year Three
Year Four
Year Five
Year Six

Globe
India
Italy
Barbados
Belgium
Brazil
Spain
Australia

Freddie & Safiya
Zaid & Marianne
Georgie & Amani
Iason & Sofia Ali
Elias & Anja
Natalia & Olaf
Farhad & Mohamed E
Maryam & Nevaeh

Mexico
France
China
Norway
Ghana
Greece
Canada

Daniel & Hannah
Sophia & Ali
Ron & Sienna
Rayan & Hiba
Mohamad & Obi
Donis & Omer
Zoey & Cairo

Year One Bakers!
This week Year 1 became expert bakers and
made gingerbread stars. They followed the
recipe very carefully and decorated the
gingerbread stars so professionally. Watch out
for the instructions which we will be writing up
next week in literacy.

Atwood Winter Shows
The traditional Atwood Winter show must go on! Although we find ourselves in different circumstances
this year, we know that it is an Atwood tradition to have some festive singing. To allow this to happen we
are organising year group concerts which we will then record and send out the link to parents via
parentmail. These are the recording dates:
Monday 14th December – Year 1 and Year 2
Tuesday 15th December – Year 3 and Year 4
Wednesday 16th December – Year 5 and Year 6
Thursday 17th December – Nursery and Reception

We would like the children to dress up for their concert recording day so please note down the
date of your child’s concert, so they can come to school dressed in festive party wear or
Christmas jumpers.
After all the year groups have recorded, we will then send out the recordings via a google drive
link. This google drive link will only be sent out to the parents in your child’s year group and will
be available for two weeks. After two weeks, the link will be deleted. If your child is currently on
our ‘no photo permission list’, the office team should have been in touch to confirm if you feel
happy to have your child included in the show. If you have not heard from them and do not want
your child included, please call the office as soon as possible.
In preparation for the concert, it would be fantastic if you can help your child practise their song
lyrics (they will be sent home this week) and if your child has a line or reading, it would be much
appreciated if you could help them learn this too.

Reading Recommendation
We love reading at Atwood and do all we can to support children in
becoming avid readers with a love of literature. Parents are often on the
lookout for new titles so we have decided to begin a new series of staff
recommendations. This week, Miss Noonan shares one of her favourites:
Katherine Rundell’s ‘Into the Jungle, Stories for Mowgli’ is perfect for any reader who
adored The Jungle Book. If you’ve ever wondered how Bagheera came to be so
independent, or the life of Kaa before he encountered the jungle then this is a read
for you! Stories imagined for Mowgli – beautifully told and beautifully illustrated –
this book is a must!

Year 4 Maths & ICT
Year 4 have been learning about different
representations of data in Maths and put
their knowledge to the test in ICT, where
they had to collect data and then input that
on to a spreadsheet. After this, they then
chose how to represent their findings on either a line graph or bar chart. Great cross-curricular learning!

E-Safety
As we work increasingly online, we want to provide regular information helping parents to ensure their
children are safe.

