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Ark Atwood: Newsletter, Friday 13th November
Dear Parents and Carers
As you know, we have done a lot of work on the Atwood curriculum over the past few years to develop and
refine our offer across all year groups. As you will see on the Atwood website, we have defined how we
approach each subject – thinking carefully about what our approach is, what this looks like in the classroom
and, crucially, what success looks like.
You are familiar with our precious Atwood values and this ‘Aspire’ approach is also at the heart of our
curriculum vision – wanting our children to ‘aspire to success’ in all that they do. We have a mix of school
developed content – for example, the Reading and Writing approach has been developed by the Atwood
team over many years and we last year introduced our Religion and World Views Curriculum with a focus
on developing children’s perspective on the world. We also use quality programmes to support our
curriculum and this includes Ark programmes, Mathematics Mastery and Empiribox for Science.
A key ongoing focus is to develop children’s writing as well as providing opportunities, within this writing, to
demonstrate the knowledge they have acquired in areas like Humanities and Religion and World Views. In
this newsletter, we have included some lovely Humanities writing from different year groups as well as
beautiful Science work. Have you ever wondered what the best colour is for the lenses of sunglasses? Read
on to find out!
Have a lovely weekend.
Best Wishes
James Evelyn
Headteacher, Ark Atwood Primary Academy

Achievement Assembly
We have been holding Achievement Assemblies in class this week to celebrate the
achievements of our scholars and to recognise children who exemplify our Atwood
values.
Congratulations to our winners this week:
Nursery
Reception
Year One
Year Two
Year Three
Year Four
Year Five
Year Six

Globe
India
Italy
Barbados
Belgium
Brazil
Spain
Australia

Amron & Daleen
Alphie & Rahaf
Leith & Avanti
Kai & Lujayn
Adnan & Daejanaye
Tyrone & Hakim
Leon & Isabella
Sumaya & Uran

Mexico
France
China
Norway
Ghana
Greece
Canada

Children in Need
Spots and Pyjamas were the order of the day today where we
marked the Children in Need fundraising event with a £1 donation
for non-uniform. Thank you to our very own, Pudsey, Zion. We
raised a wonderful £434.46.

Wasif & Raghad
Khadija & Ahmed
Aryan & Aliyah
Mia & Mousa
Almour & Crew
Edison & Mathilda
D’Mari & Isabella

School Lunches
We have had to make some changes to the lunch menu because of disruption to suppliers. A revised menu
has been placed on the website. If you would like to change your child/children’s lunch choices, please contact
the office. The new menu can be found here: https://arkatwoodprimary.org/life-school/school-lunches

Compass Room
Ark Atwood has a new room name and a new logo!
At the end of the 2nd Floor corridor, you will now find
Compass Class. This space will be used by all Key Stage
classes for support and intervention. Mr Townsend is
also based in Compass to help oversee learning
support.
Year groups will not mix and Covid guidelines will be
adhered too - so all surfaces will be wiped down
between use.
Mr Townsend held a competition for Year 4-6 to design
the logo for Compass and Laila, Natalia and Malak from
Year 4 Brazil produced the winning entry... isn't it
superb! Thank you to all students who entered - you can
see your designs displayed outside the room.
All learning is a journey and a compass can help guide your
way.

Parents Evening
As parents are aware, we have decided to use our inset day on Friday 4th December as our Parents Evening
session this term. As parents are still not permitted on the school site, these sessions will be virtual.
Bookings will go live for parents to select a booking via Parent mail from Monday 16 th November. Bookings
will close Tuesday 1st December.

In the classrooms…
[Written by Rosabella and Wania, Y6 Canada]: We were investigating
what the best colour lenses for sunglasses would be. We used a light
meter to see how much light is let through different colours of
cellophane. We found out the darker colours let less light through and
putting all the cellophane together let the least light through.

In Year 4, children completed their Romans topic by writing essays that answered the question: “How did
the Romans invade Britain and how successful were they?”

In year two, the children published their Humanities
essays, all about Kings and Queens, as pamphlets.

Atwood Ambassadors
All classes have ambassadors who are representatives of the class, welcome visitors and also report to/from
the class on any news, issues or events. This year, we have asked our Ambassadors to provide a weekly
update for their class on what has been happening and celebrating all the achievements.
This week we have reports from Ambassador Hubert (Brazil) and Ambassador Mayass (Ghana).

Parent Governor Position
From overseeing what your children learn in class to making sure that building projects are delivered,
governors are at the heart of our school’s journey. Governors work together to support the school to
ensure that the pupils are able to achieve to the best of their ability. A successful and effective LGB will:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Monitor implementation of the school development plan and school finances effectively
Act as a critical friend, developing a strong and supportive relationship with the Headteacher
Not be involved in the day-to-day management of the school
Consult and respond to the views and concerns of parents and pupils
Be knowledgeable about the school
Use the skills of all members.

All governors are expected to attend LGB meetings, which are held at least four times a year in school. In
addition, you might be expected to join a committee or take on a ‘link’ role to understand a particular area
of the school’s activity, such as how it keeps children safe, provides for children with special educational
needs and disabilities, or manages the school’s finances.
Expectations of Parent Governors
As a governor, you will need to commit time to prepare for and attend LGB meetings, to take a share of
tasks within the LGB and to take part in training. You will also be expected to visit the school as a governor
– this can be a very different experience to visiting as a parent! As a Parent Governor:

•
•
•
•

You will bring your parental perspective to the LGB and, through your children, you will have first-hand
experience of the curriculum.
You are helping to ensure that the school meets the needs of all its pupils, not representing individual
parents or their concerns.
Other parents may approach you with to concerns but you should not become personally involved in
individual concerns, as this may jeopardise formal procedures. You should guide parents about
appropriate lines of action and procedures.
You do not need to express opinions or vote in a particular way because you have been pressed to do
so by other parents.
You are not there to promote the interests of your own children but of all children.

•
•
Like all Ark governors, you will need to be loyal to the decisions made by the LGB and respect the
confidentiality – even if you personally voted against a decision you must support the decision making process
and take responsibility for the outcome.

The appointment process:
All parents, carers and guardians of children at the school are eligible to be candidates. If you would like to
be considered, please complete the online form at https://arkonline.org/uk-schools/become-governor by the
relevant deadline. If you would like any support completing this online form or would like to use a computer
in school to complete it, please contact the school office. Applications will be considered by the Director of
Governance in consultation with the Chair and Headteacher and may include a meeting with each candidate.
Like all Ark governors, the parent governor will be formally appointed by the Director of Governance.
The deadline for applications is Wednesday 25th November.

E-Safety
As we work increasingly online, we want to provide regular information helping parents to ensure their
children are safe.

