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Achieving Success

Ark Atwood: Newsletter, Friday 17th September
Dear Parents and Carers,
We all know that the last 18 months have seen us have to
pause and adapt many of the things that we do at school. One
of these has been assemblies – an important opportunity for
the children and adults to come together to sing, to learn or
celebrate. It was therefore fantastic to restart assemblies this
week including, on Wednesday and Thursday, singing
assemblies. These really are one of the most wonderful parts
of primary school life and I was very lucky to join Key Stage
Two on Wednesday for their singing. An enormous thank you
Miss Harris and Miss Gbeworo for leading them with such
energy and passion. From next week, we will be restarting our
Friday Achievement Assemblies. These will alternate each
week by key stage with parents of children receiving
certificates invited along to celebrate their child’s success.

Class Photos
Class group photos are taking
place in the next two weeks.
Wednesday 22nd Sept: Early Years/KS1
Wednesday 29th Sept: KS2
Secondary Transition
A reminder for Year 6 parents that we
will be hosting a session from 9am to
10am on Tuesday 21st September
with the Principals of Paddington
Academy and Westminster Academy
where they will introduce their schools
and answer any questions you may have.
Please come to the back gate.

We will be running our first Parent Forum of the school year
on Tuesday 28th September from 9am to 10am. This will be in
person in the Hall. This meeting will be a chance for our
parents to come for a cup of coffee and to meet with my both
myself, Harriet Barclay (our new Chair of Governors) and
Vivian Paxinos (Chair of Friends of Ark Atwood). We are keen for more parents to join the Friends of
Atwood so do let us know if you are interested in joining the team. At the Parent Forum I will also update
parents on school news and, of course, answer any questions you may have.
Have a great weekend.
Best Wishes

James Evelyn
Headteacher, Ark Atwood Primary Academy

House Captains
Congratulations to our new House Captains who were elected this morning. House Captains badges will
be given out next week.

Amira

Persie

Ahmed N

Robin

Zayd

Isabella

*** Summer Term Finishing on Thursday 21st July ***
Ark Schools has informed Headteachers that there is an additional bank holiday in 2022 to accommodate
the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee.
Due to the fact this bank holiday falls during May half term, the DfE has decided to reduce the statutory
number of schools days from 195 to 194. The Ark network has therefore agreed to all schools working
194 days.
In order to minimise disruption and maximise time for learning, we will finish the school year one day early
in the summer term. The final day of term will therefore be Thursday 21st July 2022. The information on
the website has been updated to reflect this change.

Parent Information Sessions
This week we kicked off our Parent Information sessions for families of children in Year 1 and Year 2. See
below for the remaining sessions taking place next week.
The sessions are run by your child’s year group teachers where they will share with you details of what
children will be learning and lots of other information. You will also have the opportunity to ask any questions
you may have. Sessions run from 8.00am to 8.15am and will be held in your child’s classroom.
Monday 20th Sept: Year 6
Wednesday 22nd Sept: Year 3

Tuesday 21st Sept: Year 4
Thursday 23rd Sept: Year 5

A year group adult will be available to look after your child during this time.

KS1: Homework Reading Books – Starting Next Week

We are very excited to announce that we are starting KS1 reading homework this week. Whether your child
is on the RWI phonics programme or in Comprehension, your child will be sent home with an additional
decodable book to practise their reading skills.
Schools nationally are pushing a big emphasis in reading at the moment and we would like to remind you that
research has shown that reading to an adult regularly (at least 5-10 minutes a day) dramatically improves a
child’s reading ability so please ensure you are doing this with your child. We will be tracking this by checking
in on seesaw recordings of reading as well as by sending a new reading record sheet home each week where
you can leave parent comments on how you are finding your child’s reading.
For more information on KS1 reading homework, please see below. This will also be sent home in a letter
today.
If your child is on the phonics programme, the books they will take home are:
Type of book

Purpose

What should you do?

When returned?

RWI
banded
book

For the children to read to
you and show off their
accuracy, ‘fred in head’ and
expression they have
practised at school.

Listen to your child read
this at least 2 times
before
sending
back. Your child should
record on seesaw so

Wednesday
–
Please
return as we are running
very low on our supply of the
paper copies.

teachers can hear them
read at home too.
RWI
book
bag
book

For the children to read an
additional book using the
sounds they know at home.

Listen to your child read
this at least 2 times
before sending back.
Write in reading record
sheet to give feedback to
teacher.

Wednesday
–
Please
ensure this is returned
otherwise your child will not
be able to get another book.

Atwood
library
book

This is chosen by your child
as a book they would like
to listen to but not might
be able to read themselves.

Please read this book
to/with your child. Please
read it twice before you
send it back ,

Wednesday
–
Please
return so your child can
receive their next library
book.

If your child is in comprehension, the texts they will take home are:
Type of book

Purpose

What should you do?

When returned?

Comprehension extract

For the children to read an
extract which they can
practise
their
comprehension technique
with.

Listen to your child read
this extract. Your child
should record on seesaw
so teachers can hear
them read at home too as
well as submit their
comprehension answers.

n/a - submitted on seesaw by
Wednesday

Additional decodable book

For the children to read an
additional decodable book
at home to continue to
develop their fluency.

Listen to your child read
this at least 2 times
before sending back.
Write in reading record
sheet to give feedback to
teacher.

Wednesday
–
Please
ensure this is returned
otherwise your child will not
be able to get another book.

Atwood
library book

This is chosen by your child
as a book they would like
to listen to but not might
be able to read themselves.

Please read this book
to/with your child. Please
read it twice before you
send it back ,

Wednesday
–
Please
return so your child can
receive their next library
book.

Ark Digital Strategy – Year Three
The Ark Schools Digital Strategy provides all children in an Ark
school in Year 3 and upwards with a Chromebook to use for
learning at home (including weekly homework). This device will
be provided by the school, for exclusive use for schoolwork
and independent learning and parents will not need to make a
financial contribution.
All pupils in Year 3 will be provided with a Chromebook before
half term. If you do not have the internet at home, we will look
to support with this too. Therefore, if you are considering
buying your child/children a device to support their schoolwork
in the coming weeks and months, we would urge you not to. It
is important to note, however, that the Chromebook is for

schoolwork only, so your child/children will not have access to games or social networking sites on the
device.
Distribution Process To begin the process, we will be running a Parent Meeting to share more
information so that you are clear about the use of the laptop at home and can ask any questions you may
have. The Parent Meeting will be held at 3.00pm on Thursday 30th September. On this same day, children
will be introduced to their new device and will come home with the Home School Agreement for you to
sign. (The Agreement must be signed for the device to be released).
If you want to find more about the Digital Strategy ahead of the Parent Meeting, please have a look at the
Atwood website here: https://arkatwoodprimary.org/life-school/home-digital-learning.
I am sure you will have lots of questions which we can answer at the Parent Meeting. If you would like to
ask questions at this stage, please contact Miss Harris (e.harris@arkatwoodprimary.org).

Friends of Ark Atwood - Update
Friends of Ark Atwood are pleased to be hosting their first event on the 24th
September. You’re all welcome to join our coffee morning in the studio from
9-10am.
The event will be in support of Macmillan cancer, all funds raised will go to
Macmillan cancer. Please bring lots of yummy cakes!
This will also be a great opportunity for new parents to meet the FofAA committee and other parents.
We look forward to seeing you there!

Yours FofAA team

E-Safety
We share E-Safety information with parents in the Atwood newsletter. This is to help you in ensuring that
your child can use technology safely. Please read the following information.

