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Achieving Success

Ark Atwood: Newsletter, Friday 20th November
Reminder: Children arrive at the start of day by year group in order to maintain the integrity of the
bubble system. If your child arrives late, he/she will be required to wait until the Nursery children have
entered the main entrance before being admitted. We thank you for your understanding.
Dear Parents and Carers
We are always keen to hear your views on how you feel things are going at school. Ordinarily this is through
conversations on the gate, phone calls or meetings in school. At the start of the week, I sent out the Parent
Survey and I would be grateful if you could spend just a few minutes sharing your thoughts in response to
the various questions posed. The survey will close next Friday 27th November and I will look to share the
outcomes and any follow up with you as soon as possible after this date.
Speaking of deadlines, a reminder that we are currently recruiting for a new parent governor and the deadline
for applications is next Wednesday 25th November – full details are further down the newsletter.
Last week, the senior leadership team had the huge pleasure of reviewing the applications for House Captains.
Even though it is not possible to run the House system in the normal way, we are very keen to ensure this
system continues albeit in a different form. Many high quality applications were received. Here are the new
appointments:

Aspiration & Achievement: Adam Mamode
Scholarship: Ali Alian
Perseverance: Kimiya Kiana
Integrity: Samirah Kazi
Respect & Responsibility: Leena Afifi
Enthusiasm: Vihaan Pursnani Mahbubani
For those children who applied but were not successful, do not give up! We will be appointing new House
Captains towards the end of next term and are keen for all unsuccessful candidates to apply again.
Best Wishes
James Evelyn
Headteacher, Ark Atwood Primary Academy

Amberley Road Traffic
Westminster Local Authority has been in touch this week with an update on their plans to improve traffic
safety around the school. Two updates:
1. Sketches of the proposed School Street Scheme are being shared with local councillors ahead of
consultation and proposed installation. (Mr Evelyn: I will let parents know when these are published so
you are able to see them and respond to the consultation).
2. A parking bay near the school is to be suspended and replaced with additional cycle parking. This should
be happening very soon.

Achievement Assembly
We have been holding Achievement Assemblies in class this week to celebrate the
achievements of our scholars and to recognise children who exemplify our Atwood
values.
Congratulations to our winners this week:
Nursery
Reception
Year One
Year Two
Year Three
Year Four
Year Five
Year Six

Globe
India
Italy
Barbados
Belgium
Brazil
Spain
Australia

Anoushka & Honey
Marianne & Suheyb
Tobi & Noor
Asiya & Rayan
Ariana & Kareem
Hubert & Isa
Amira & Jamie
Manel & Ludwig

Mexico
France
China
Norway
Ghana
Greece
Canada

Elleat & Noah
Zuhir & Heebah
Yusuke & Alexei
Jacapo & Arad
Sama & Layla
Persie & Sarah
Markus & Amira

Friends of Ark Atwood - Fundraising
*** Friends of Ark Atwood’s latest fund-raising scheme is the custom made Ark Atwood face mask ***
To be clear, this facemask is not required. Children do not have to
wear it in school and there has been no change in policy. It is just a
colourful option for those children that often wear facemasks – in
shops, on public transport, etc.
The mask is made of EU certified, hypoallergenic polyester with a
satin lining bearing the Atwood logo. It comes in kids' size, is fully
reusable and washable (60˚C). Practical and fun, these masks can
serve a useful purpose during the coming months and then be a
treasured reminder of a period you’d probably rather forget!
The price is just £4 per mask with all profits (£1 per mask) going to
improve the school for all our children.
To order, go to the FOAA Facemask Paypal account https://paypal.me/pools/c/8usdxxponL
Make sure you indicate how many masks you want along with your child's name and class. Time is short the deadline for ordering is the end of Wednesday 25th next week with masks due to arrive the first week
of December.
PS: Don’t forget, as soon as you get your mask write your name on the inside – getting them mixed up
would rather defeat the point 😊"

Parents Evening
As parents are aware, we have decided to use our inset day on Friday 4th December as our Parents Evening
session this term. As parents are still not permitted on the school site, these sessions will be virtual.
Bookings have now gone live for parents to select a booking via Parent mail. Bookings will close Tuesday 1st
December.

Library News
Our Usborne book sale may have looked slightly different this year but it still
meant that over £600 was raised for library books, Fiona, our librarian, has
been busy putting the books on the system and making them available to the
children. Thank you to our parents for their generosity.

In the classrooms…
This week, Year 5 have been writing biographies of Alfred the Great. We hope you enjoy this one from
Ebiere:

Year 6 absolutely love to read and have been enjoying their library time
recommending their favourite books to others! This week, Manel went above and
beyond and made this fantastic poster all about her favourite book: ‘The Ice
Monster’ by David Walliams. Year 6 can’t wait to read this book now!

Parent Governor Position
From overseeing what your children learn in class to making sure that building projects are delivered,
governors are at the heart of our school’s journey. Governors work together to support the school to
ensure that the pupils are able to achieve to the best of their ability. A successful and effective LGB will:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Monitor implementation of the school development plan and school finances effectively
Act as a critical friend, developing a strong and supportive relationship with the Headteacher
Not be involved in the day-to-day management of the school
Consult and respond to the views and concerns of parents and pupils
Be knowledgeable about the school
Use the skills of all members.

All governors are expected to attend LGB meetings, which are held at least four times a year in school. In
addition, you might be expected to join a committee or take on a ‘link’ role to understand a particular area
of the school’s activity, such as how it keeps children safe, provides for children with special educational
needs and disabilities, or manages the school’s finances.
Expectations of Parent Governors
As a governor, you will need to commit time to prepare for and attend LGB meetings, to take a share of
tasks within the LGB and to take part in training. You will also be expected to visit the school as a governor
– this can be a very different experience to visiting as a parent! As a Parent Governor:
•
•
•
•

You will bring your parental perspective to the LGB and, through your children, you will have first-hand
experience of the curriculum.
You are helping to ensure that the school meets the needs of all its pupils, not representing individual
parents or their concerns.
Other parents may approach you with to concerns but you should not become personally involved in
individual concerns, as this may jeopardise formal procedures. You should guide parents about
appropriate lines of action and procedures.
You do not need to express opinions or vote in a particular way because you have been pressed to do
so by other parents.
You are not there to promote the interests of your own children but of all children.

•
•
Like all Ark governors, you will need to be loyal to the decisions made by the LGB and respect the
confidentiality – even if you personally voted against a decision you must support the decision making process
and take responsibility for the outcome.
The appointment process:
All parents, carers and guardians of children at the school are eligible to be candidates. If you would like to
be considered, please complete the online form at https://arkonline.org/uk-schools/become-governor by the
relevant deadline. If you would like any support completing this online form or would like to use a computer
in school to complete it, please contact the school office. Applications will be considered by the Director of
Governance in consultation with the Chair and Headteacher and may include a meeting with each candidate.
Like all Ark governors, the parent governor will be formally appointed by the Director of Governance.
The deadline for applications is Wednesday 25th November.

Christmas Present Drive for North Paddington Food Bank
Dear Atwood Family
During this difficult time, both Greenhouse Sports and the North Paddington Foodbank are looking to
bring a little bit of brightness to some of Westminster’s most vulnerable families over Christmas.
They are giving over 600 households personalised Christmas Hampers containing practical items, treats and
gifts for people of all backgrounds and interests. To achieve this, they are looking for support from anyone
who may be interested in sharing some seasonal cheer this year.
They are looking for donations of scented candles, hats, scarves, gloves, nice bubble bath or shower gel,
hand cream, crayon sets and colouring books for kids, puzzle books and pens. Only New items please.
These could be unused gifts you may have or items purchased for the cause.
We would be so hugely grateful if you could join us and donate something to this campaign. Collection bins
will be set up at both entrances of the school from Monday, November 30th to Thursday December
3rd.
For any questions or anyone looking to give a cash donation, please contact Shaila at
shailapursnani@gmail.com, Mom of Vihaan (Y6) and Sahil (Y3).
Many thanks for your support!

E-Safety
As we work increasingly online, we want to provide regular information helping parents to ensure their
children are safe.

