ARK ATWOOD PRIMARY ACADEMY
Amberley Road London W9 2JY - 020 7266 7070
Headteacher: Mr James Evelyn
Sports Days have been rescheduled for Thursday 9th
September (KS1) and Friday 10th September (KS2). More
details to follow in September.

Achieving Success

Ark Atwood: Newsletter, Friday 23rd July
Dear Parents and Carers,
Year Six Today marks the final day at primary school for our Year
6 children. When I wrote a message in the final newsletter last year,
I expressed my sadness that they had missed out on so much of the
excitement and joy of the final year at primary school for the
reasons that we all know. Even though it has not been possible to
do everything we would like to do, I am delighted that we were
able to go ahead with the residential on the Isle of Wight and the
end of year performance took place at Paddington Academy albeit
without parents attending.
Having joined the Year 6s on their residential and spent time with
them this year, I know that they are ready for the next stage in
their educational journey and we send them on their way with our
very best wishes.
Staffing As always, some colleagues are moving on to new roles
next year and so today marks their final day at Ark Atwood.
• Jane Noonan will be joining a school nearer to her home in
Hertfordshire. We thank Jane for the five years she has
dedicated to Atwood as class teacher and for her leadership of
Literacy and Reading across the school. Her love and enthusiasm for the subject has inspired many and
also benefited other schools across the Ark network through the moderation she has led. The children
at Jane’s new school are lucky to have her and although we are sad to see Jane leave, we fully understand
the toll the lengthy commute takes.
• Natalie Sew is heading to the United States to complete a Masters at Harvard University. This is a
wonderful opportunity and thoroughly well deserved. Natalie has been at the school for four years and
as well as teaching in Year 2 and Year 6, she has led Computing, Science and Teaching & Learning over a
number of years. Natalie’s energy and positivity will be missed but we are really excited at what lies ahead
for Natalie.
• We are also saying goodbye to some of our fantastic teaching support staff. Gabriella Hondrogiannis is
moving back to Greece. Charlotte Peare is moving to the north of England to start a new life. Joe Dibb
is pursuing opportunities in his area of interest of museums and curation. Again, we thank them all their
hard work and everything they have done for the school.
I strongly believe that great schools need great people and I am extremely lucky to work with a wonderful
group of dedicated professionals who do their very best for the children day in day out.
2021/22 Plans Over the summer, we will be completing a new risk assessment ahead of opening again in
September. This will ensure that we are complaint with the new Covid requirements and any late changes
that may be introduced. The following can be confirmed:

•

Start of Day Changes to timings are as follows (these are provisional and dependent on Covid
restrictions)
Reception – Year Six
8.25am – 8.40am
Enter via the back gate. Parents can
come onto the playground with
children entering the building at
these places:
• Year 3 / 4: Yellow Stairs
• Year 2 / 5: Back Stairs
• Year 1 / 6: Main Stairs
• Reception: Nursery Wooden
Gate

•

End of Day We will be keeping the staggered end of day timings as we continue to ensure the safety of
adults and children onsite as a Covid precaution). End of day details will therefore be as follows (we will
publish where parents line up for their child’s class in September):
Front Entrance
3.15pm Nursery
3.20pm Reception
3.35pm Year One
3.40pm Year Four
3.45pm Year Six

•

Back Gate
3.35pm Year Two
3.40pm Year Three
3.45pm Year Five

Teaching Team 2021/22 The table below sets out the teacher for each class next year and which
group of children they will be teaching.
Teachers
Vanesa Otero
Carmen Alcazar
Jacqueline Stewart
Yeli Gbeworo
Chloe Fisher
Hannah Schofield
Eleanor Harris
Kelly Bernstein
Sinead McLoughlin
Alex Peckham
Amelia Buchanan-Taylor
Puja Nair
Laura Johnson
Emma Helliwell
Lara Brown

•

Nursery
8.40am – 8.50am
Enter via the main entrance.
Parents should line up with their
child along the wall similar to this
year.

Incoming Class
Nursery
Reception – India
Reception – Mexico
Year One - France
Year One – Italy
Year Two – China
Year Two – Barbados
Year Three – Norway
Year Three – Belgium
Year Four – Brazil
Year Four – Ghana
Year Five – Spain
Year Five – Greece
Year Six - Canada
Year Six - Australia

India
Mexico
Italy
France
Barbados
China
Belgium
Norway
Brazil
Ghana
Spain
Greece

Breakfast & After School Club P3 will be returning with their Breakfast Club (starting from 7.45am)
and After School Club (until 5.45pm). Sign up details will be shared ahead of the September restart.

All that remains is for me to say an enormous thank you to the entire Atwood community for their support
at all times but particular over this most challenging of years. Our community is a massive strength of our
school and I am grateful to you all for your help and support.
Best Wishes

James Evelyn
Headteacher, Ark Atwood Primary Academy

Modern Foreign Languages at Ark Atwood
A couple of years ago, we sent a survey out regarding the teaching of Modern Foreign Languages and to
have parents input into the direction they would like language teaching to take.
Now, approximately two years on, and with Spanish now being taught weekly across Key Stage 2, we’d like
to get your views at this point of time. We’d very grateful if you’d complete the survey and share your
views: https://forms.gle/3LhuJpU2cgMng9Bu9.
This will help us to shape where we go next.

2021 Summer Library Reading Challenge
This year’s theme is Wild World Heroes, and as before the challenge is for children to
read six books over the summer, with various rewards along the way, as well as a
certificate for children who read at least three books and a medal for those who
complete.
At Maida Vale the challenge will start on Monday 26th July and run through to
Saturday 18h September. (Other libraries’ start and finish dates may vary.)
Given the circumstances this year their usual promotional methods, which in the past included visits to
assemblies and leaflets for children to take hone, have proved to be unfeasible. However, Westminster
Libraries have put together this fun promotional video.
YouTube: https://youtu.be/eTGSchiANJM
Google Drive:
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1XJ2CODONveUndDUnma5d7y9BTy_HzVNI/view?usp=sharing

Year 3 Greek Day
Year 3 managed to squeeze in
one more theme day with a
focus on Greece. The children,
as always, looked fantastic as
they learnt more about Greek
mythology, tasted some Greek
food and immersed themselves in
their Summer term topic.

E-Safety
We share E-Safety information with parents in the Atwood newsletter. This is to help you in ensuring that
your child can use technology safely. Please read the following information.

Summer Holiday Activities and Food Programme
After a difficult year, young people can finally look forward to a summer full of fun and creativity to suit
every interest.
Over the six-week summer holiday, activities and events will be taking place across Westminster and
Kensington and Chelsea for five to 16 year olds, as part of the Department of Education’s Holiday Activities
and Food (HAF) Programme.
The programme includes summer camps, sports, arts, cooking, mentoring and leadership, a wide range of
activities for children and young people with special education needs and/or disabilities (SEND), as well as
nutritional information for families.
Free places and food will be provided for those eligible for free school meals however there’s plenty of
room for all young people to get involved.

