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Ark Atwood: Newsletter 27th March 2020
Dear Parents and Carers,
We have reached the end of our first week with the school closed – I hope all families and everyone in the
Atwood community are doing well in these challenging times. Atwood staff have been busy bringing the Home
Learning to life by planning work, communicating through email, phone check-ins and also celebrating some
of the excellent work that is being shared with school. I know it is a tricky challenge supporting your children’s
learning at home whilst also jugging many other priorities but please know that we appreciate your support
enormously at this time. I know that a few issues have come up along the way – as is expected given that we
are doing this for the first time – but I am confident that these will be ironed out quickly.
We thought it would be nice to continue the weekly newsletter and showcase some of the lovely work,
activities and goings on that are happening within our school community – some of these are also on the
school’s Twitter page. Do let me know if you would like anything shared next week.
Finally, please remember that there is lots of support available if you are finding things difficult – both online
and through government services. I have listed some of these further down but do get in touch if you need
some support or direction in securing any assistance.
Thank you to everyone for your understanding during these challenging times and a heartfelt thanks to our
NHS and key workers who are working so hard to help us all.
Sending you very best wishes from the Atwood team,
James Evelyn
Headteacher, Ark Atwood Primary Academy

Home Learning
As well as completing the home learning tasks set by
school, lots of children have been trying their hand at new
hobbies and activities.
Here is Daniel (Y6 Canada) who has taken up knitting
along with Vincent (also Y6 Canada) who has been
creating games through his own programming – very
advanced!

Well done to Nuria (YR India) on her great
writing and lovely pictures!

The scholars in Year 4 have been going on a
personification hunt around their homes.
Personification is when you give human
characteristics to something non-human and
Robin (Y4 Brazil) has chosen Sally the Spatula!

We know that the true test of the Atwood values is
being able to demonstrate them both in school and
away from school. Chase (Y2 China) has demonstrated
both perseverance and scholarship with his commitment
and hard work – here are his weekly spellings!

Digital Excellent postcards have been going home to some
children too. Here are a couple from Year 4
Astrid (Y4 Ghana) has been writing all about Igneous rocks
and Mateo (Y4 Ghana) has been solving perimeter problems

Year 2 were set a challenge to look through their
own waste this week and see what they could recycle
or reuse. (Tasneem, Y2 China) has created a table of
her findings and found some solutions to reuse
objects otherwise
destined for the
rubbish dump.
Beautiful artwork
by Inaya (Y5
Spain) of her and
her sister.

Websites of the Week
Audio Books Galore!
Audible Audible Stories allows you to listen to all audiobooks for free, with content ranging from
preschool to classic literature, no download of apps, no login required, no ads, in multiple languages e.g.:
English/ /French/Italian/German/Japanese. Stories include Beatrix Potter’s Peter Rabbit Classics, Winnie
the Pooh, Dr Seuss, Fairy Tales from India and the Brothers Grimm.
https://stories.audible.com
David Walliams Every day at 11am, David Walliams is releasing an audio book from his catalogue of
writing. David Walliams has written some fantastic favourites such as: Mr Stink, The Boy in the Dress,
Gangsta Granny, Billionaire Boy, Ratburger, Demon Dentist, Awful Auntie, Grandpa's Great Escape. We
think our Atwood scholars would love to relax to some old favourites after a day of learning.
https://www.worldofdavidwalliams.com/elevenses/

Atwood Twitter
Please keep an eye out for school updates on the Atwood Twitter page. We are also using this medium to
showcase children’s work. @ArkAtwood

Achievement Assembly
There has been so much lovely work shared with teachers that we felt that some form of formal
recognition was needed. We are therefore aiming to run a digital Achievement Assembly every
Friday to showcase a nominated child from Y5/6, Y3/4, Y1/2, Reception and Nursery (bonus
Nursery appearance as the children don’t usually attend this Assembly). Winners this week are:
Year 5/6
Daniel
(Canada)

Year 3/4
Santa
(Norway)

Year 1/2
Siyana
(Italy)

Reception
Nuria
(India)

Nursery
Eisa
(Globe)

Mind Up: Message from Mr Townsend
Please explore MindUp's new Families page including new resources to download for free! A fantastic way
to support calm, happy brains at home.  https://mindup.org.uk/families/
Make a masterpiece at home with Tate https://www.tate.org.uk/kids/games-quizzes/tate-paint
Works on Mobiles and Tablets. You can submit your art and see it shared worldwide!
https://www.tate.org.uk/kids Is a fantastic website for exploring and creating. Mr T
Play is a key part of learning. Explore https://fiveminutemum.com/ for fun ideas on how to play games at
home. Mr T

E-Safety
In the current climate, we are sure many of you are using technology to stay in touch with family and
friends. Whilst technology is hugely beneficial during this time, it is important to remember our e-safety
rules to keep our children safe. A new app ‘Houseparty’ has risen in popularity this week and we wanted
to highlight the importance of supervised use. Houseparty is age rated 13+ and should not be used by any
Atwood students alone. When the app is used, users are instantly connected to others who may not be in
your contact list. Please read the following guide for how to ensure safe usage via the privacy settings and
understand what the app is used for.
To find out more please visit the National Online Safety website to read about this app and others:
https://nationalonlinesafety.com

Contacts for Help and Support


The government is providing financial assistance to people who have lost income as a result of the
current situation. Details of eligibility and how to apply can be found here:
https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/hm-revenue-customs



NHS Coronavirus website https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/



Westminster local authority has a list of mutual aid/organisations supporting different communities
across the borough. https://www.westminster.gov.uk/community-and-voluntary-organisation-support



North Paddington Foodbank is still operating https://www.npfoodbank.org.uk



Community support is being offered on nextdoor.co.uk. You will find lots of people volunteering their
services, running errands etc



Facebook groups such as Maida Vale Parents 2 Parents and Notting Hill Mums (these need to be joined
but once ‘approved’, you can post for help/offer support etc)

If anybody in your household becomes unwell during the period of closure, we need to know so we can
track possible cases of coronavirus. Please email any sickness to info@arkatwoodprimary.org

Anyone can contact school if they are worried that a child may be at risk
Miss Thomson (Designated Safeguarding Lead)

l.thomson@arkatwoodprimary.org

Mr Evelyn

j.evelyn@arkatwoodprimary.org

(Headteacher)

Miss Devonish (Deputy Designated Safeguarding Lead) k.devonish@arkatwoodprimary.org

What services and support are available for families in Westminster?
There are a number of teams and services across Westminster who can provide help and support
when needed to children, young people and their families. These include:




support services for families - including parents and carers, children and young people - in need
services for children with special educational need and disabilities (SEND) and their families
safeguarding services for children and young people at risk of harm.

Who should you contact if you or your child needs support?
If you feel that you, your child or your family needs support, there is one number for you to call:



Access to Children's Services - 020 7641 4000
Website: www.rbkc.gov.uk/lscb

If you have an immediate concern for the wellbeing of a child or young person, call the police on 999.

