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Ark Atwood: Newsletter, Friday 27th November
Reminder: Teacher/Parent consultations are taking place
next Friday (4th December). will be closed to children all day.
Dear Parents and Carers
Next Friday (4th December), we will be running parent/teacher consultations through the day. If you have
not yet booked your slot, please remember that the window for booking a slot is only open until Tuesday.
After Tuesday, we will send you a link to a Zoom meeting that you will be asked to open at your allotted
time. The teacher will then ‘admit’ you to the meeting. If there are any technical problems, teachers will
revert to a phone call so please ensure that the school is aware of any changes in contact details. We are
hopeful that we may be able to run more normal parent/teacher consultations next term – fingers crossed!
Thank you to those of you who have completed the parent survey – we have received over 100 responses
which is up on last time. I will be in touch in the next couple of weeks with the headlines and our plans to
address the areas of concern that you have identified.
Finally, it was lovely to join Miss Helliwell and Miss Brown for the Y6 residential parent meeting earlier in the
week. There were a number of questions regarding COVID precautions. I have been in touch with the
provider and have set out this information further down the newsletter. Do please, speak to myself or the
Year 6 team if you have any additional questions.
Best Wishes
James Evelyn
Headteacher, Ark Atwood Primary Academy

Attendance
Children should be in school every session, every day to get the best education. We monitor
attendance closely and celebrate our best attenders. Here are the figures for this week:

1st

2nd

3rd

Average for
this week

Average for the
year so far

Brazil

Belgium

Spain

93.75%

95.63%

Achievement Assembly
We have been holding Achievement Assemblies in class this week to celebrate the
achievements of our scholars and to recognise children who exemplify our Atwood values.
Congratulations to our winners this week:
Nursery
Reception
Year One
Year Two
Year Three
Year Four
Year Five
Year Six

Globe
India
Italy
Barbados
Belgium
Brazil
Spain
Australia

Amira & Kairo
Nate & Jennah
Mehdi & Matheo
Fatima & Muhammad S
Mohamed & Kayla
Hossein & Malak
Saan & Indigo
Bella & Yasmine

Mexico
France
China
Norway
Ghana
Greece
Canada

Yasin & Mia
Raseel & Ziyad
Sanah & Kobe
Sahill & Zhara
Jude & Yousef R
Astrid & Eric
Rosabella & Rakim

House Captains
Last week we introduced our new House Captains. Today they received
their badges and had their first meeting with Miss Thomson and Mr
Evelyn.
Congratulations to Ali, Adam, Kimiya, Samirah, Leena and Vihaan!

Christmas Jumper Day – 11th December
Save the Children Annual Christmas Jumper Day is on Friday 11th December.
Lots of people in the UK will be putting on a Christmas jumper to raise money
for a great cause. You can wear a festive jumper, or decorate your own with
tinsel, baubles, safety-pinned drawings-up to you! Donate £1 to support this
charity helping children in the UK and abroad, Thank you!

Nursey and Reception Parent Workshop – Coming Up
In Nursery and Reception, we use a program called Early
Excellence Assessment Tracker (EExAT) to record learning
observations (photos, notes, videos) of the children to
accurately track their progress and create their Early Years
Foundation Stage Learning Journals.
Please join Miss Thomson for a Zoom Parent Workshop on Thursday 3rd December at 10am
to learn more about the program and how you can access it at home and upload and share your own
photos and videos for us to work in partnership!
The Zoom link will be emailed to Nursery and Reception parents directly. We look forward to seeing you.

Park Club
Reception have started going to Park Club on Mondays. They really enjoy exploring the local surroundings.
We will be looking at the different trees, leaves and identifying the different shapes they see in the
environment. Reception are thrilled to have the space to climb, negotiate space, and they really enjoy using
the playground equipment with their friends. We really appreciate having as many parent volunteers as we
do.

Year 6 Residential
The Year 6 residential is taking place as usual next June. This week, we held a session with parents to
provide further details.
Venue:

Kingswood Isle of Wight Centre. The centre covers 100 acres of fields and
woodlands in a cliff top location, overlooking Whitecliff Bay, with direct beach
access. We will be taking part in an exciting programme of activities that will
develop children’s teamwork, communication and cooperation skills.

Website:

http://www.kingswood.co.uk/locations/isle-of-wight/

Dates:

Monday 21st June to Friday 25th June

Travel:

By coach and ferry

Payment Deadline: To secure your child’s place, a £40 deposit must be paid by 10th December. This
deposit represents a commitment to pay all the subsequent instalments.
At the parent session, we received a number of questions regarding the COVID guidelines at the residential
centre. We have been in touch with the centre and they have provided the following statement:
“The Council for Learning Outside the Classroom have judged the site as COVID-safe. Things will look a little
different at Kingswood, but we’re working tirelessly, alongside the rest of the outdoor education industry, and key
industry bodies, to ensure we can get young people back outside enjoying character building sessions as safely as
possible, and as soon as possible. The key steps we are taking to ensure everybody visits us safely are featured in
our infographic. These include:
•
•
•

•

•

Controlled symptom checks on arrival daily for both staff
and guests
Ensuring social distancing is adhered to, with reminders
throughout our centres
Deep cleaning cycles and sanitiser stations. All equipment
will be regularly sanitised according to the government’s
regulations
PPE will be worn by our team when carrying out safety
checks. We will always respect your wishes if you would
like to wear your own face covering
Every guest will be asked to provide track and trace
details as standard on arrival”

[Mr Evelyn: We will continue to be in touch with
Kingswood regarding any changes to their provision in
the event of any changes to government guidance and we
will communicate these to you. If you have any questions,
please get in touch with myself or the Year 6 team. The
slides from the Parent Session are on the Atwood
website under Life At School / Parent Workshops.]

Ambassador Update
Read on for an update from Tasneem, Norway Ambassador. Chase has stepped up as a fellow Ambassador
in the absence of Eli.

E-Safety
As we work increasingly online, we want to provide regular information helping parents to ensure their
children are safe.

