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Ark Atwood: Newsletter, Friday 3rd April 2020
Dear Parents and Carers,
As we reach the end of the Spring term, I think we can all agree that it has been a term like no other.
Decisions around school closure have had to be made very quickly and I want to say an enormous thank you
to the whole of the staff team for everything they have done to make the quick transition from the normal
school routine to an approach to learning that is new to us all. They are remarkable people and I am very
proud to work alongside them. A big thank you also to our parents and the Atwood community for all your
support too. I know that overseeing learning from home is not easy (especially when you may also be working
from home and are juggling lots of other demands) but the quality of work coming through is excellent and
testament to all your hard work, support and guidance.
As we start the Easter break, a few points looking ahead:
•

Staffing Staff will not be setting formal Home Learning over the holidays; work will instead be more
consistent with our usual Holiday Homework. During the holidays we are still required to retain
provision on site for those who absolutely require it and meet the eligibility criteria. This means that
some teachers may be on site during the Easter holidays and will have their Easter break at a different
time. We will therefore notify year groups of when a specific teacher is 'on holiday' a week in advance.
During this time, the Home Learning will still be set but they will not be available via email or phone for
parents. Instead year group team, Key Stage team and Senior Leadership team will support with queries
etc as needed. The summer term begins on Tuesday 21st April but Home Learning content will be
provided for the whole of that week.

•

Working Hours Teachers are making phone calls, planning learning and replying to emails from home.
As we all know, working hours can become blurred when working from home. To support staff with
this, we have agreed that during term time they will be available to answer emails between the
hours of 9.00am and 5.00pm.

•

Free School Meals This week, the government announced that it would be providing funding from next
term for anyone in Reception, Key Stage One and Key Stage Two who is eligible for Free School Meals
but excludes those entitled to funding through UIFSM (Universal Infant Free School Meals). UIFSM
ordinarily provides funding for all government funded schools to offer free school meals to all pupils in
Reception, Year One and Year Two. This funding announcement essentially means that, as it stands, the
government will be funding only families eligible for FSM from Reception through to Year Six. On top of
this, the school will be providing this same funding to FSM eligible families over the Easter holidays to
ensure they are continuing to receive financial assistance. Families who are eligible will receive a voucher
via email, from a company called Edenred. You will receive these vouchers weekly, in the sum of £15 per
child entitled to free school meals. Edenred are providing vouchers for you to use across selected stores,
making it easier for parents to find a store closer to where they live/usually use.
Following school closure, we provided funding to all children in Reception and Key Stage One (through
UIFSM) and FSM eligible families in Key Stage Two whilst we awaited the government’s decision on
funding. I must publicly thank Karen Stack for taking on the challenging task of navigating through the
complexities of setting everything up. Please understand that this has all been set up at short notice so
please be patient with any queries or difficulties you may have.

•

Exercise Books I know children are filling (or have filled!) exercise books so we have ordered more.
In order to ensure a safe and efficient method of distribution, we will share with parents a collection time
during the first week after the holidays. This will be a specific time when parents, whilst on their one
daily exercise break, can come into the playground gates and collect a book. We will ensure two metre
social distancing requirements are in place. More details to follow nearer the time.

Best wishes to you and your families from the whole school team,
James Evelyn
Headteacher, Ark Atwood Primary Academy

Easter Holidays Atwood Tree Challenge
We love our Atwood tree! So,
for the Easter holidays, we are
setting a school-wide Atwood
tree challenge. It’s like the
rainbow challenge that some of
you have been doing but this will
be with the Atwood tree. We
would like you to create your own Atwood tree and then
send a photo of it to us. You can make it however you like (craft materials, paint, drawing etc). Once you
have taken a picture, please put it in your window for everyone to enjoy. We are then hoping to collate
everyone’s tree designs and make it into one big montage of Atwood trees when we all return to school.
Here are some examples of tree designs. We can’t wait to see your creations!

Home Learning
Once again, we have been flooded with amazing home learning
from across the school. Here is a selection:
Science presentation on Igneous rocks by Hubert (Y3, Belgium)

Jean-Thierry (Y3, Belgium) made a presentation
about the parts of the brain. Sina (Y3, Belgium) has
been spreading a positive message with this
window display.

Rayan (Y2, China), Luar and Samira (Y2, Barbados) are beaming with pride showing off their artwork and
writing about the Taj Mahal.

Inspired by History lessons on Romans, Edie (Y4, Ghana)
decided to create her own busts of the Roman Goddess
of wisdom, Minerva. As you can see there are two
versions - the one on the left is a traditional Minerva and
the one on the right is Edie’s interpretation of what a
modern Minerva might look like! She has glasses and a
hoodie
because she
is a reader!

The children were also asked to build their own Roman forts.
Very impressed to see the diversity of tools and equipment
used to create these. Here is Maisie’s (Y4, Ghana).

Year 1 has been working hard to design their own cereal this week. They have been true entrepreneurs,
creating a design brief, cereal label, TV advert and finally writing a letter to a supermarket to persuade them
to sell their product. We have been so impressed with the creativity, imagination and comedy the children
have shown. Well done Year 1! Some examples of work from Rayan, Dalia, Seher and Ibraheem (Y1, Italy)
Manel (Y5, Greece) has been busy writing newspaper reports.
Vihaan (Y5, Spain) has used old Amazon boxes to make a stadium and
the back of old school notebooks to make the pitch – love the
creativity!

Learn all about the Battle of Britain with Vincent’s (Y6, Australia) excellent report.

Reception have been doing all sorts of exciting
Dinosaur activities at home. This week both
Mexico and India class researched simple facts
on the landscape and climate in which dinosaurs
lived. They then got to make their own
volcanoes using a range of household materials.
Once they constructed their volcano the
children had a go at making the volcano erupt
with lava. It was so lovely to excited how
enthusiastic the children were with making the
different models and the range of materials they
found. Well done Eli (YR, Mexico) for making
such a fabulous volcano!

PSHE, Philosophy & Mental Health content
While we navigate this unusual time it is more important than ever to keep our minds active, healthy and
positive. Please see below for links relating to PSHE, Philosophy and Mental Health content:
•

www.thephilosophyman.com/brainsqueezers
An excellent website where you can check back weekly for new ideas and resources!

•

https://mindup.org.uk/families/
Mind Up is taught in our school and they have made lots available to use at home.

•

https://childdevelopmentinfo.com/the-well-balanced-family/
This is an ebook which does cost so only a recommendation, however it may be worth investigation!

•

https://www.nhs.uk/change4life
The NHS campaign Change for Life has recipes and ideas for activities at home

•

https://www.mind.org.uk/information-support/coronavirus/coronavirus-and-your-wellbeing/
The Charity Mind has a fantastic website full of resources

Atwood Twitter
Please keep an eye out for school updates on the Atwood Twitter page. We are also using this medium to
showcase children’s work. @ArkAtwood

Achievement Assembly
There has been so much lovely work shared with teachers that we felt that some form of
formal recognition was needed. We are therefore aiming to run a digital Achievement
Assembly every Friday to showcase a nominated child from Y5/6, Y3/4, Y1/2, Reception and
Nursery (bonus Nursery appearance as the children don’t usually attend this Assembly).
Winners, shown below, will receive an e-certificate from Miss Thomson and can view the
assembly through a link she will be sharing.
Year 5/6

Year 3/4

Year 1/2

Reception

Nursery

Adam
El-Bhaireien

Atticus
Chahal

Chase-Nero
Tate-Forde

Emily & Yonathan
Goldner

Qaasim
Miah

What services and support are available for families in Westminster?
There are a number of teams and services across Westminster who can provide help and support
when needed to children, young people and their families. These include:
•
•
•

support services for families - including parents and carers, children and young people - in need
services for children with special educational need and disabilities (SEND) and their families
safeguarding services for children and young people at risk of harm.

Who should you contact if you or your child needs support?
If you feel that you, your child or your family needs support, there is one number for you to call:
•
•

Access to Children's Services - 020 7641 4000
Website: www.rbkc.gov.uk/lscb

If you have an immediate concern for the wellbeing of a child or young person, call the police on 999.

Contacts for Help and Support
•

Details of how Westminster City Council is supporting businesses in the borough
https://www.westminster.gov.uk/coronavirus-advice-businesses?utm_source=COVID19+Stakeholders&utm_campaign=6927fcc5b3EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2020_03_26_11_13_COPY_02&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_583e425dd6
-6927fcc5b3-39798011

•

Details surrounding the lifting of parking restrictions in Westminster for key workers
https://www.westminster.gov.uk/coronavirus-advice-residents?utm_source=COVID19+Stakeholders&utm_campaign=6927fcc5b3EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2020_03_26_11_13_COPY_02&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_583e425dd6
-6927fcc5b3-39798011#parking-for-nhs-care-and-key-workers

•

The government is providing financial assistance to people who have lost income as a result of the
current situation. Details of eligibility and how to apply can be found here:
https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/hm-revenue-customs

•

Westminster local authority has a list of mutual aid/organisations supporting different communities
across the borough. https://www.westminster.gov.uk/community-and-voluntary-organisation-support

•

North Paddington Foodbank is still operating https://www.npfoodbank.org.uk

•

Community support is being offered on nextdoor.co.uk. You will find lots of people volunteering their
services, running errands etc

•

Facebook groups such as Maida Vale Parents 2 Parents and Notting Hill Mums (these need to be joined
but once ‘approved’, you can post for help/offer support etc)

If anybody in your household becomes unwell during the period of closure, we need to know so we can
track possible cases of coronavirus. Please email any sickness to info@arkatwoodprimary.org
Anyone can contact school if they are worried that a child may be at risk
Miss Thomson (Designated Safeguarding Lead)

l.thomson@arkatwoodprimary.org

Mr Evelyn

j.evelyn@arkatwoodprimary.org

(Headteacher)

Miss Devonish (Deputy Designated Safeguarding Lead) k.devonish@arkatwoodprimary.org

