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Ark Atwood: Newsletter, Friday 6th November
Dear Parents and Carers
It has been lovely to have everyone back in school this week and to see children settle back quickly into our
routines. Having completed our baseline assessments before half term, teachers have spent time analysing
the data and we have now adapted our timetables to ensure any gaps are being closed. Parents will have a
proper opportunity to discuss their child’s learning which is coming up in early December.
A couple more messages regarding COVID arrangements:
•

When collecting your child, if you are waiting for a sibling, please can you keep your child with you. At
the moment, there are children running around on the grass and, on occasions, going onto the road
which is concerning.

•

Some parents have been in touch expressing concern that parents who may be unwell with possible
COVID symptoms are still sending their children into school. If you are unsure about what approach to
take, please contact the office or a school leader to discuss your situation.

As you be aware, Alisa Hall, one of our two parent
governors has recently returned with her family to
Australia. She was an excellent governor and support
to both myself and our school. We therefore now have
a vacancy for a parent governor. Please read further
down to find out more about the process and how you
can apply. If you would like to discuss this role, please
speak to me on the school gate or contact the office to
schedule a time.
Finally, I wrote to our Year Six children before half term
asking them to submit virtual application for the House
Captains positions. We have received some wonderful
applications from our Year 6 children and it is certainly going to be a challenge to decide! We have decided
to slightly extend the deadline. Any Year 6 child who still wants to submit their application has until next
Wednesday (11th November). Applications should be emailed to Miss Brown or Miss Helliwell.
Have a lovely weekend.
Best Wishes
James Evelyn
Headteacher, Ark Atwood Primary Academy

Achievement Assembly
We have been holding Achievement Assemblies in class this week to celebrate the
achievements of our scholars and to recognise children who exemplify our Atwood
values.
Congratulations to our winners this week:
Nursery
Reception
Year One
Year Two
Year Three
Year Four
Year Five
Year Six

Globe
India
Italy
Barbados
Belgium
Brazil
Spain
Australia

Finbarr & Kareem
Talia & Adam
Rakan & Nourane
Hana & Dylan
Jesse & Samira
Liam & Sina
Lamya & Djad
Shanna & Ahlam

Mexico
France
China
Norway
Ghana
Greece
Canada

Adam & Reem
Fanuel & Lily
Joud & Danyal
Chase & Eli
Keira & Santa
Nouri & Maryam
Ahad & Adam P

Parent Governor Position
Role of the Local Governing Body (LGB):
From overseeing what your children learn in class to making sure that building projects are delivered,
governors are at the heart of our school’s journey. Governors work together to support the school to
ensure that the pupils are able to achieve to the best of their ability. A successful and effective LGB will:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Monitor implementation of the school development plan and school finances effectively
Act as a critical friend, developing a strong and supportive relationship with the Headteacher
Not be involved in the day-to-day management of the school
Consult and respond to the views and concerns of parents and pupils
Be knowledgeable about the school
Use the skills of all members.

All governors are expected to attend LGB meetings, which are held at least four times a year in school. In
addition, you might be expected to join a committee or take on a ‘link’ role to understand a particular area
of the school’s activity, such as how it keeps children safe, provides for children with special educational
needs and disabilities, or manages the school’s finances.
Expectations of Parent Governors
As a governor, you will need to commit time to prepare for and attend LGB meetings, to take a share of
tasks within the LGB and to take part in training. You will also be expected to visit the school as a governor
– this can be a very different experience to visiting as a parent! As a Parent Governor:
•
•
•
•
•
•

You will bring your parental perspective to the LGB and, through your children, you will have first-hand
experience of the curriculum.
You are helping to ensure that the school meets the needs of all its pupils, not representing individual
parents or their concerns.
Other parents may approach you with to concerns but you should not become personally involved in
individual concerns, as this may jeopardise formal procedures. You should guide parents about
appropriate lines of action and procedures.
You do not need to express opinions or vote in a particular way because you have been pressed to do
so by other parents.
You are not there to promote the interests of your own children but of all children.
Objectivity is essential.

Like all Ark governors, you will need to be loyal to the decisions made by the LGB and respect the
confidentiality – even if you personally voted against a decision you must support the decision making process
and take responsibility for the outcome.
The appointment process:
All parents, carers and guardians of children at the school are eligible to be candidates. If you would like to
be considered, please complete the online form at https://arkonline.org/uk-schools/become-governor by the
relevant deadline. If you would like any support completing this online form or would like to use a computer
in school to complete it, please contact the school office. Applications will be considered by the Director of
Governance in consultation with the Chair and Headteacher and may include a meeting with each candidate.
Like all Ark governors, the parent governor will be formally appointed by the Director of Governance.
The deadline for applications is Wednesday 25th November.

In the classrooms…
Anastasia and Orlando have completed their Humanities essays. Not only is the content great but their
handwriting is improving all the time!

This week, year 4 worked eagerly in pairs to build a
periscope in Science and use their knowledge of how
light travels and reflects to explain how the
periscope works. Great stuff!

Parents Evening
As parents are aware, we have decided to use our inset day on Friday 4th December as our Parents Evening
session this term. As parents are still not permitted on the school site, these sessions will be virtual.
Bookings will go live for parents to select a booking via Parent mail from Monday 16th November. Bookings
will close Tuesday 1st December.

E-Safety
As we work increasingly online, we want to provide regular information helping parents to ensure their
children are safe.

