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Ark Atwood: Newsletter, Thursday 7th May
Dear Parents and Carers,
It was nice to see some of you collecting exercise books on Tuesday morning – don’t
forget that even though tomorrow is a bank holiday, we are still handing out
additional exercise books if you need them (between 9.30am and 10.30am).
Many of you have been asking about plans for schools to return. There is lots of
speculation about this at the moment and there may be announcements this
weekend. It is anticipated that any government announcement will be well in advance
of a potential school opening date to give schools time to make arrangements and put
specific plans in place. Please bear with us as we draw up these plans – they will be
communicated to families as soon as they are confirmed by both us and Ark Schools.
Finally, as mentioned, this weekend is the VE Day Bank Holiday weekend. Canada
class produced some lovely writing which is shared here. More information for
children and adults about VE Day can be found here:
https://www.bbc.co.uk/newsround/48201749
Have a lovely bank holiday weekend.
James Evelyn
Headteacher, Ark Atwood Primary Academy

Humanities Home Learning
In previous weeks, we looked at Atwood’s approach to Maths and Reading Home Learning.
This week, we turn our attention to our Humanities model.
We are keen to develop our children’s knowledge of the world and ensure that as
they journey through the school, they develop a greater understanding of how our planet has been shaped
both through its geography and the events of history. With this bank of knowledge, children will then be
able to develop their own perspectives and viewpoints as historians and geographers.
In History, we want children to initially develop an understanding of history and what chronology means
before moving on to look at different civilisations and specific events in British History. Our Geography
curriculum seeks to develop children’s locational knowledge (map work etc) as well as their understanding
of physical and human geography. We try to sequence our units in a specific order so that connections
between topics can be made. Each year group is continuing to follow the curriculum and is currently
studying a History or Geography topic.
•
•
•
•
•
•

Year 1: The United Kingdom
Year 2: Continuation of the Wonders of the World
Year 3: Biomes and Climate zones
Year 4: Ancient Mayans
Year 5: Islamic Civilization
Year 6: Crime and Punishment

We provide each year group with a booklet containing information and tasks in order to enhance the home
learning experience and acquire the information they need. This will give them as close as an in-class
experience as possible. Each week, the classroom teacher is using one of the sessions provided in the
booklet in order to create a lesson for that week. This all builds up to efficiently and independently
answering the ‘big question’ which comes at the end of the unot and provides an opportunity for children
to demonstrate the knowledge they have acquired.

Staying Fit and Healthy
www.fitterfuture.com
We have signed up to Fitter Future online which is a free website providing workout and exercise videos as
well as mindfulness content too!
Please explore and see if it is of use to you and your family. The login and username is your child's year
group, for example username: year1 password: year1.
Please DO NOT change the username or password after logging-in thank you.

Children’s Work
Once again, families have been sending in lots of fantastic work. Here is a selection from this week.

Loving these Roman Shields from China Class. From left to right: Emily, Mousa, Seif and Zion

Teo got creative on an Art
project, and made a selfportrait using cut out.
Uran has been showing off his
artistic skills with this beautiful
drawing.

Once Yusra has finished her studies, she
is transformed into a master
baker! Wow Yusra! The chocolate chip
cookies, semolina cake and chocolatecovered dates look delicious! Miss
Noonan is very much looking forward to
tasting those (with a cup of tea!) when
we return to school!

Rosabella (Y5 Spain) recreated some fantastic art yesterday from fruit.
This was the brief and below is what she created: “Make repeated pattern
prints for decorative purposes using various natural materials e.g. potato
printing or create some still life observational sketches of fruit. Look at the
artwork of Giuseppe Arcimboldo and recreate some of his paintings with
fruit.”
Example:

Koray in Barbados class has been extremely busy and has made lots of different kinds of animals out of
toilet roll. How creative! We also have been learning about the Colosseum this week in year 2 and Koray
found a coin with the colosseum on it!

Enjoy Ariana’s excellent work
about the Colosseum

Poppy has made her cat, Jack,
a mane. We’re not sure how
impressed Jack is!

Tamiris has found a solution for pupils
missing the classroom: become the teacher!
We think she would make a fantastic
teacher and will let her know of any
teaching jobs at Ark Atwood opening up

Shorouk has been working
hard with school work and in
the kitchen. Looks tasty!

In Early Years, Reception and Nursery have been reading the story, ‘The Bad Tempered Ladybird,’ by Eric
Carle. In the story, the ladybird meets a range of characters at different times throughout the day. We
decided for maths this week to make our own clocks so that we could retell the story at home. The children
had a go writing numbers 1-12 on their watches and clocks. They then made their own hour and minute
hands to help them tell the time. Well done Early Years on your fabulous clocks!

Tyrone has been busy with
the Spanish home learning.
Last week Year 1 used their fantastic creations of Mr Men and Little Miss characters to form an amazing
imaginative story about going on an adventure around London to visit lots of different landmarks. Miss
Moffat and Miss Schofield were very impressed with everyone’s efforts with so many children including
adjectives, suffix words and even similes in their stories. A huge well done to everyone. Apologies we can’t
show everyone’s work but here are some brilliant examples. Thank you to Danyal, Muhammad and Alexie
in Italy class and Poppy, Xavi and Isabel in France class.

Vihaan’s Challenge
From Vihaan (Y5):
In the current environment things are a bit crazy and the barbers
are closed. My hair was annoying my family and in the end I
decided that I would allow my father to shave my head if I could
raise money for a specific organization or charity. I have raised
money for charities in different ways in the past and it has
always been fun so I said, “So why not do it again?” Eventually I
chose to support school because they do so much for us and I
know that their plans to make our school a better place would
be amazing. Between my brother and I we have raised £1200 by sharing this link:
https://arkatwoodprimary.org/life-school/fundraising-1
I hope you all can think of something crazy to do too and help in your own way.
Mr Evelyn: Thank you so much Vihaan for supporting the school with this fun idea. We are very grateful for the
money you have raised and will make sure it is spent on the priorities listed on the web link you have shared.

What services and support are available for families in Westminster?
There are a number of teams and services across Westminster who can provide help and support
when needed to children, young people and their families. These include:
•
•
•

support services for families - including parents and carers, children and young people - in need
services for children with special educational need and disabilities (SEND) and their families
safeguarding services for children and young people at risk of harm.

Who should you contact if you or your child needs support?
If you feel that you, your child or your family needs support, there is one number for you to call:
•
•

Access to Children's Services - 020 7641 4000
Website: www.rbkc.gov.uk/lscb

If you have an immediate concern for the wellbeing of a child or young person, call the police on 999.

Anyone can contact school if they are worried that a child may be at risk
Miss Thomson (Designated Safeguarding Lead)

l.thomson@arkatwoodprimary.org

Mr Evelyn

j.evelyn@arkatwoodprimary.org

(Headteacher)

Miss Devonish (Deputy Designated Safeguarding Lead) k.devonish@arkatwoodprimary.org

