ARK Atwood Primary Academy
Newsletter
Achieving Success

Christmas Fair

We look forward to welcoming you to the Ark Atwood Christmas Fair this Saturday.
This is what we still need:



Cakes for cake stall
Help to tidy up after 5 pm

Thank you for all of the hard work that has been going on behind the scenes to prepare for this key fundraising event in
the school calendar. It has been a real team effort with many families from across the school getting involved.
All Adults & School-Aged Children will automatically receive a Raffle Ticket when they pay at the entrance. So hold on to
those tickets!
Our sponsor KUBE and all gift stallholders have donated raffle prizes.
We aim to draw the prizes every ½ hour or so. Winners will be announced over the loudspeakers in the playground and
a list will be displayed at the Entrance/Exit. Prizes can be picked up at the donating stall.
Prizes listed overleaf
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Raffle prizes
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
12.
13.
14.

Our sponsor KUBE : 4 Family tickets to their holiday extravaganza on 13/12
KUBE: 4 Family tickets to their Christmas Family brunch on 16/12
Handmade Interiors: a 45 x 45 cm floor cushion in cotton canvas
Cavern Jewellery: a Unicorn Ring
Stolle Bakery: 1 cake
Expecting Amazing: 1 bundle of children’s books
Fierce Sisters: ‘FEMINIST’ tote bag
Kinfo: £20 Amazon vouchers to be spent on their recommended products
Kinfo: £20 Amazon vouchers to be spent on their recommended products
H… is for Happiness: an Illustrated Children’s Alphabet
The Most Curious Kat: a handmade glass Christmas bauble
Mitote Chilli Oil: 1 bottle of Chilli Oil
Wanderlust Nail & Champagne Lounge: 1 x Champagne Manicure
Swimming Nature: 1 x Fast Track course

Diary
I thought it would be helpful to re-publish the diary for the last two weeks of term:
Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

4

5

6

7

8

Last Year 1 Swimming of
term

Year 5 & 6 ‘Think’
Workshops

Year 5 Trip to Science
Museum: Wonderlab

Clubs finish

INSET Day
SCHOOL CLOSED TO
PUPILS

Year 5 Pathways Week

13.30 One Voice (20
children) perform at
Amberley Estate Christmas
Lunch

**New Addition to the
Diary**
Years R-4 Flu
Immunisations
We are hoping that we have
secured this date! Please look
out for letters that will be sent
home next week if it is going
ahead – it is parental choice
whether you would like your
child to be immunised or not

Saturday 9th
10.30-15.00 Ignite @ The
Bargehouse

16.00 Friends of Atwood
cake sale (Year 5)

11

12

13

14

15

NO CLUBS THIS
WEEK

13.30 Year 2 @ The Lyric
Theatre: Jack and the
Beanstalk
Picnic Lunch in school before
leaving

9.15 KS2 Christmas Show
to Parents: Pop Christmas

9.15 Year R Christmas
Show to parents

11.00 Nursery Christmas
songs performance to
parents (in Nursery)

School Christmas Lunch

**New addition to the
Diary**
Non-uniform Day:
Christmas Jumpers!
Bring £1 donation for
Save the Children

1 January

2
CHRISTMAS HOLIDAY

15.00 Year R Christmas
Show to parents

15:30 Nursery Christmas
songs performance to
parents (in Nursery)

9.15 KS1 Christmas Show
to Parents: Christmas
Around the World

14.00 Year 1 @ The Lyric
Theatre: Father Christmas
Picnic Lunch in school before
leaving

14.00 Close for
Christmas Holiday

14.30 KS2 Christmas Show
to Parents: Pop Christmas
3

No P3 today

4
8.30 Spring 1 starts for
Pupils

5

On the 13th December the KS2 show is repeated twice – 9.15am and 2.30pm
On the 14th December the Year R Christmas show is repeated twice – 9.15am and 3.00pm
Please come along to whichever performance is most convenient!
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House Points
House points this week:

Aspiration &
Achievement

Scholarship

Perseverance

Integrity

Respect &
Responsibility

Enthusiasm

278

310

168

338

241

302

Two weeks to go until the victorious house for the autumn term is announced!

Attendance
Year to date attendance is currently

96.6% which is just above target.

Fantastic news – keep it up!

Reminder: All children with attendance ≥ 96% for the autumn term will be entered into our scooter prize draw –
separate draw for EYFS, KS1 and KS2.

You asked and we listened!
Following the last Parent Forum, the ever efficient Karen has actioned the following requests:



Costs of lunches per half-term are now on Wisepay and the school website (http://arkatwoodprimary.org/lifeschool/school-meals)
Clubs and trips can now also be paid via Wisepay. For trips you just need to enter the name of the trip and the
amount

Following feedback that school trip packed lunches are too small they will now contain a couple of extra items: box of
raisins and a pack of mini cheddars (or similar).

Reverse Advent Calendar
Thank you to Fiona McKenzie Johnston (Sholto & Esmeralda’s Mum) and Miss Lester for leading on this

Every day in this country people - and children
- go hungry, for reasons beyond their
control. Winter can be a particularly bleak
time of year. This Christmas, we'd like to
again encourage Ark Atwood children to
collect food for the North Paddington Food
Bank - our most local food bank, which serves
our immediate area - in the manner of a
reverse Advent Calendar, i.e. bringing in
something to give to the food back throughout
December, starting on Friday 1st. The boxes
will be by the stairs in the main hall.
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Library News
On the 30th of November our year 3 and 4 classes were lucky enough to get to meet the author of the new book, Witch
for a Week, Kaye Umansky. Kaye was great fun and had the children laughing throughout, telling them stories from her
past and reading passages from her hilarious stories. Afterwards they had a chance to ask her questions and get her
books signed. The children really loved the event and I am hoping that we will be able to do more of this in the future.

We also wanted to say a huge thank you for your ongoing support with the Scholastic Book Club and Usborne Book
Fairs. We received 17 free books for the library from the last Book Club and last week’s Usborne Book Fair has raised
over £600 in free books for the classrooms and library. This is so amazing! This term we were focusing on books for the
year 6 classrooms so they will see a lot of new books in the next few weeks. Thank you to everyone who has bought
books and a special thank you to the parent who gave £100 to us to spend on books for school at the Fair.
In a time where many school libraries are closing or go unfunded, the Atwood library is a beacon of excellence. A huge thank-you to
Fiona and her team of volunteers.

Christmas Lunch
The Atwood Christmas lunch will be served on Thursday 14th December. If your child usually has a packed lunch
but would like to eat Christmas Lunch please let the school office know.
Turkey OR Halal Turkey OR Quorn Vegetable Fillets
ALL SERVED WITH
Roast potatoes
Honey roast parsnips
Yorkshire pudding
Seasonal vegetables
Sage and onion stuffing
Gravy
PUDDING
Christmas Brownies and Satsumas
Sugar free squash
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New House Shields
Our new House Shields have been created! Dawn Kelly (Parent of Ruby) has done a wonderful job of turning the
children’s ideas into reality. The children came up with the ideas at house meetings earlier this term and the house
captains have provided feedback as the design stages have progressed. The mottos are all the children’s own work too!
You will start to see the shields around the school as part of our houses new identities.

Useful Info
Thinkuknow is the education programme from the National Crime Agency's CEOP command. Thinkuknow aims to
empower children and young people aged 5-17 to identify the risks they may face online and know where they can go for
support. There is lots of useful information on their site that I’d thoroughly recommend you to browse:
https://www.thinkuknow.co.uk/
Recently, three excellent new guides have been produced for parents about some popular applications that children use:
Snapchat, Musical.ly and Facebook. We have added copies of these guides to our school website under the
Safeguarding tab: http://arkatwoodprimary.org/policies/safeguarding
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Parking on the Amberley Estate
The Atwood parking group is continuing to work hard behind the scenes looking at the various options we have to make
Amberley Road a safer place for your children.
In the meantime and prior to us finding a long-term solution we kindly ask parents to support the school by not driving
down Amberley Road. Why do we ask this?






SAFETY (number 1 reason above all else) for you and your child – an accident will happen if we do nothing.
Driving, turning and parking do not mix with pedestrians, buggies, cyclists, scooters…;
Congestion – twice a day Amberley Road is chaos;
Improved air quality outside school;
Harmony and peace: for staff, residents and parents
Improved community relations – possible increased use of sports facilities if we really make this work.

Remember: Parent and Carers are still permitted to park on single or double yellow lines in the vicinity (but NOT
Amberley Road, Aldsworth Close or Downfield Close!) of the school for 10 minutes, when setting down or picking
up pupils, but you no longer need to display a card showing this entitlement.
Parents’ Guide to where we kindly ask you not to park or turn around

Outside residents’ garages

In the private parking bays

Anywhere along this stretch where Amberley Road
splits into Downfield Close and Aldsworth Close. This
causes major congestion and is a real safety risk

Driving down into the
estate and parking on the
double yellow lines

In the private parking bays
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Writing Showcase
Take a look at our new writing showcase display on the top floor. Beautiful pieces of writing from Nursery to Year 6 can
be found in the display frames and these will change every few weeks.
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